IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

A NOTICE FROM THE COURT REGARDING LAWSUITS TO
FORECLOSE MORTGAGES ON HOMES

If you are being sued to foreclose the mortgage on your primary home and your home has a
homestead exemption and if you are the person who borrowed the money for the mortgage, you have
aright to go to “mediation.” At “mediation,” you will meet with a Florida Supreme Court certified
mediator appointed by the court and also a representative of the company asking to foreclose your
mortgage to see if you and the company suing you can work out an agreement to stop the foreclosure.
The mediator will not be allowed to give you legal advice or to give you an opinion about the
lawsuit. The mediator’s job is to remain neutral and not take sides, but to give both sides a chance
to talk to each other to see if an agreement can be reached to stop the foreclosure. If you and the
company suing you come to an agreement, a settlement agreement will be written up and signed by
you and the company suing you. With some limited exceptions, what each side says at the mediation
is confidential and the judge will not know what was said at mediation.

You will not have to pay anything to participate in this mediation program. To participate in
mediation, as soon as practical, you must contact the Collins Center for Public Policy, Inc. by
calling 877-352-2004 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., (Eastern Time) Monday through Friday.

To participate in mediation, you also provide financial information to the mediator and meet with
an approved foreclosure counselor prior to mediation. You will not be charged any additional
amount for meeting with a foreclosure counselor. You may also request certain information from
the company suing you before going to mediation.

The Collins Center will explain more about the mediation program to you when you call.

If you have attended mediation arranged by Collins Center prior to being served with this lawsuit,
and if mediation did not result in a settlement, you may file a motion asking the court to send the
case to mediation again if your financial circumstances have changed since the first mediation.

AS STATED IN THE SUMMONS SERVED ON YOU, YOU OR YOUR LAWYER MUST
FILE WITH THE COURT A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT TO
FORECLOSE THE MORTGAGE WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED. YOU
OR YOUR LAWYER MUST ALSO SEND A COPY OF YOUR WRITTEN RESPONSE TO
THE PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY. YOU MUST TIMELY FILE A WRITTEN RESPONSE
TO THE COMPLAINT EVEN IF YOU DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE IN MEDIATION.

Signed by: Terry D. Terrell, Chief Judge



