
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE OCAD 2002-10

IN RE:   DEPENDENCY COURT FACILITATORS

WHEREAS, the State of Florida recently entered in to a contract whereby the Families
First Network (FFN) (a unit of the Baptist Regional Hospital Facilities of Northwest Florida)
shall perform certain services formerly provided by the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) in Juvenile Dependency cases in Okaloosa County.  In addition to the caseworkers
formerly with the DCF, now employed by FFN, there will be two new positions: Dependency
Court Facilitators, one assigned to North Okaloosa County, and one assigned to South Okaloosa
County, who offices will be located in the Courthouse and Courthouse Annex. The facilitators
will work closely with the Dependency Judge and the DCF, the Guardian ad Litem’s Office, the
parties to dependency actions, and any and all other interested persons to ensure that dependency
case are handled in an expeditious manner and that the best interests of the children involved in
these cases are utmost in the minds of all concerned.

For the foregoing reasons, it is necessary for the Dependency Court Facilitators to have
complete, unfettered access to the court records maintained by the Clerk of Circuit Court for the
Dependency Division.  It is, therefore,

ORDERED that the Clerk of Circuit Court shall permit the Dependency Court Facilitators
to have open access to any and all dependency court records, including any related delinquency
and consolidated case records.  The Clerk shall also permit the Facilitators to make copies of any
portions of those files deemed necessary by said Facilitators in the course of his/her work.  Each
Facilitator will have received full instruction regarding confidentiality requirements in handling
dependency records, and further instructed that these records and/or copies shall not be removed
from the premises of the courthouse facility in which they are assigned.  However, this does not
prohibit the records from being taken to their office or workplace within the courthouse.

DONE AND ORDERED in chambers at Shalimar, Okaloosa County, Florida, this 24th

day of September, 2002.

Signed by: Robert Barron, Administrative Judge


