
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE SRCAD 2006-05

IN RE: ATTORNEY GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court for Santa Rosa County, Florida has established a Family
Law Division consisting of Divisions B, G, M and R;

WHEREAS, there is need in some Chapter 61 and Chapter 742 cases involving minor
children for a Guardian Ad Litem to be appointed to act as next friend of the child, investigator
or evaluator, not as an attorney or advocate on behalf of the minor child(ren); and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of minor child(ren) and the parties that a Guardian
Ad Litem be appointed in certain cases to assist the Court in making decisions regarding shared
parental responsibility, primary residential responsibility, timesharing and other issues involving
the welfare of the minor child(ren); and

WHEREAS, the judges assigned to the Family Law divisions have approved an Order
Appointing Attorney Guardian Ad Litem and the Guidelines for the Attorney Guardian Ad Litem
Program which would guide and rule the Attorney Guardians Ad Litem, the parties and their
counsel, involved in a family law case during the Attorney Guardian Ad Litem’s appointment on
the case, it is therefore

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that:

1. The Order Appointing Attorney Guardian Ad Litem attached as Exhibit “A” is
hereby adopted for utilization in Chapter 61 and Chapter 742 cases in which an
Attorney Guardian Ad Litem is appointed by the Court.

2. An identical order for each division shall be used by the Family Law Judges for
Divisions B, G, M, and R as circumstances warrant.

3. The Judges and Magistrate in their respective Family Law Divisions will maintain
a current list of attorneys who have completed the Attorney Guardian Ad Litem
training and who wish to serve as Attorney Guardians Ad Litem to assist pro se
parties, attorneys and judges in selecting an Attorney Guardian Ad Litem in
certain cases.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers, at Milton, Santa Rosa County, Florida on this 10th

day of May, 2006.

Signed by: Paul Rasmussen, Administrative Judge



 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

FAMILY LAW DIVISION

________________________________, PETITIONER

AND

________________________________, RESPONDENT.
CASE NO. _____________________________________

ORDER APPOINTING ATTORNEY GUARDIAN AD LITEM

THIS CAUSE came before the Court upon (  ) Petitioner’s (  ) Respondent’s (  ) Court’s
motion for Appointment of Attorney Guardian Ad Litem for the minor child(ren) named herein
and the Court finding that it is in the best interests of the child(ren) that an attorney guardian ad
litem be appointed, it is therefore

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

1. An attorney guardian ad litem (hereinafter “AGAL”) shall be appointed for the
minor child(ren), to wit: [name (DOB)], [name (DOB)], now residing at [street
address].

2. [Name of AGAL], an attorney in good standing with The Florida Bar, is appointed
to serve as a private AGAL for the above minor child(ren).  If [AGAL] is unable
to serve as AGAL, then counsel for the parties shall attempt to agree upon another
certified AGAL to serve on the case and if counsel cannot reach a stipulation, this
matter shall be brought before the Court for resolution.

3. The fees of the AGAL shall be calculated at the rate of $125.00 per hour.  The
fees and costs of the AGAL shall be paid by each party equally, unless otherwise
agreed upon by the parties or ordered by the Court.  The AGAL’s fees and costs
shall have priority over a charging lien for a party’s attorney and shall be taxable
to the responsible party as stated herein.

4. The AGAL is a party to any judicial proceeding from the date of this order until
the date of discharge and shall have all of the powers, privileges, and
responsibilities authorized in section 61.403, Florida Statutes, to the extend
necessary to advance the best interests of the minor child(ren), including, but not
limited to the following:

a. Notice Requiring Prior to Certain Interviews.  The AGAL may investigate
the allegations of the pleadings affecting the child(ren) and, after proper
notice to interested parties to the litigation, may interview witnesses, or
any other person having information concerning the welfare of the



child(ren); provided, however, that no such notice shall be required prior
to any interview with the child(ren) or the parties as this Order shall serve
as notice of the AGAL’s intent to interview the child(ren) available for
interview by the AGAL.  The parties, or any other person entrusted by the
parties with the care of the minor child(ren) shall allow the AGAL access
to the minor child(ren) at reasonable times and locations and no person
shall obstruct the AGAL from the minor child(ren).  Receipt of notice does
not give the parties or the parties’ attorneys any rights to attend or
participate in such interviews of non-parties.  However, except for
scheduling matters, the AGAL shall not have any communication with any
of the parties represented by an attorney unless all attorneys participate or
consent to non-participation.

b. Court Order Required to Inspect Records Other Than Court File and
School Records.  The AGAL may petition the Court fo an order directed to
a specified person, agency, or organization, including, but not limited to,
hospitals, medical doctors, dentists, psychologists and psychiatrists, which
order directs that the AGAL be allowed to inspect and copy any records
and documents which relate to the minor child(ren) or to the child(ren)’s
parents or other custodial persons or household members with whom the
child(ren) reside.  Such order shall be obtained only after notice to all
parties and hearing thereon; provided; however, that upon presentation of
this order to the appropriate person or office, the AGAL is authorized,
pursuant to Section 61.403(2), Florida Statutes, to inspect and copy any
school and/or day care records or medical records relating to the
child(ren).  Each of the parties shall sign the necessary consents to allow
the AGAL to obtain medical and educational records pursuant to FRPA
and HIPPA.

c. Court Order Required for Expert Examinations.  The AGAL may request
the Court to order expert examinations of the child(ren), the child(ren)’s
parents or other interested parties in the action, but medical doctors,
dentists, and other providers of health care including psychiatrists,
psychologists, or other mental health professionals.

d. AGAL’s Right to Discovery and Other Relief.  The AGAL may file such
pleadings, motions, or petitions for relief as the AGAL deems appropriate
or necessary and may request and provide discovery.

e. Presence of AGAL at Depositions and Hearings.  The AGAL shall be
provided with copies of all pleadings, notices, stipulations, and other
documents filed in this action and is entitled to reasonable notice before
any action affecting the child(ren) is taken by either of the parties, their
counsel, or the Court.  The AGAL is entitled to be present at any
depositions, hearings, or other proceedings concerning the minor
child(ren).  Counsel for the parties shall coordinate judicial hearings,
depositions, or judicial conferences with the AGAL, and the AGAL shall



have the right to be present either in person or telephonically.  Written
notice to the AGAL shall be mailed, faxed or hand delivered.  The AGAL
may compel the attendance of witnesses.

f. Party to Agreement.  The AGAL appointed to this cause is a party and
must be advised of any agreement or plan entered into in this cause.  The
AGAL shall submit his/her recommendations to the Court regarding any
stipulation or agreement, whether incidental, temporary, or permanent,
which affects the interest or welfare of the child(ren), within ten (10) days
after the date such stipulation or agreement is served upon the AGAL.

5. The AGAL shall maintain any information received from any source described in
section 61.403(2) as confidential and shall not disclose such information except in
reports to the Court served upon both parties to this cause and their counsel, or as
directed by the Court.  Furthermore, the parties and their counsel shall maintain as
confidential the report of the AGAL, and all supporting documents, exhibits,
reports and other information.  No party or counsel may disclose any information
or document, or any part of the AGAL’s report except with the approval of the
Court.

6. The AGAL shall file a written report with the Court, which may include
recommendations and a statement of the wishes of the minor child(ren).  The
report must be filed and served on all parties at least 20 days prior to the hearing
at which it will be presented unless the Court waives such time period.  The
AGAL’s report shall address the following areas, subject to any conditions
ordered by this Court:

a. Parental responsibility of child(ren);
b. residence of child(ren); 
c. Visitation, including times and locations; 
d. Appearance of child(ren) at depositions/hearings;
e. relocation;
f. best interests of child(ren) regarding scientific tests; and/or
g. other

7. This appointment is subject to the following conditions:

8. The AGAL is automatically discharged without further order of the Court 30 days
after the entry of a final order or judgment in this proceeding, unless otherwise
ordered by the Court.

DONE AND ORDERED at ________________ , _________________________County,
Florida, this ___________ day of ________________________, 20_____.

__________________________________________
CIRCUIT JUDGE


